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Abstract. Some algorithms are given and applied in an appropriate computer environment to solve
approximately the initial value problem for scalar nonlinear Caputo fractional differential equations
on a finite interval. Various schemes for constructing successive approximations are suggested. They
do not use Mittag—Lefller functions and as a result the practical application of the algorithms is
easier. Several particular initial value problems for Caputo fractional differential equations are given
to illustrate the advantages of the iterative techniques.*
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1 Introduction

Various processes with anomalous dynamics in science and engineering can be formulated mathemat-
ically using fractional differential operators because of its memory and hereditary properties [6, 13].
There is only a small number of fractional differential equations, including linear equations with
variable coefficients, which can be solved in closed form and this causes some problems in practical
applications.

This paper considers an initial value problem for a nonlinear scalar Caputo fractional differential
equation on a closed interval. Several iterative techniques combined with the method of lower and
upper solutions are applied to find the approximate solution of the given problem. Mild lower and mild
upper solutions are defined. Several algorithms for constructing two convergent monotone functional
sequences are given and we prove that both sequences converge and their limits are minimal and
maximal solutions of the problem. When the right-hand side of the equations are monotone functions
with respect to the time variable, the elements of these sequences do not depend on Mittag—Leffler
functions and they can be obtained in closed form with the help of an appropriate software such as
Wolfram Mathematica.

We note that iterative techniques combined with lower and upper solutions are applied in the
literature to approximately solve various problems in ordinary differential equations [11], second order
periodic boundary value problems [5], differential equations with maxima [1,7], difference equations
with maxima [3], impulsive integro-differential equations [8], impulsive differential equations with
supremum [9], differential equations of mixed type [10], and Riemann-Liouville fractional differential
equations [4,16].

2 Preliminary and auxiliary results

The Caputo fractional derivative of order ¢ € (0, 1) is defined by (see, for example, [13])

t
1

¢, Dim(t) = Ta—g /(t — )7 9m!(s)ds, t > to. (2.1)

to

Let tg be an arbitrary initial time. Usually we think of the independent variable ¢ as time in
differential equations, so we will assume ¢y € R;..

Definition 2.1 ([15]). We say m(t) € C([to,T],R"™) if m(t) is differentiable (i.e., m/(t) exists), the
Caputo derivative § D%m(t) exists and satisfies (1) for ¢ € [to, T].

Consider the initial value problem (IVP) for the nonlinear Caputo-type fractional differential equa-

tion (FrDE)
tc(')th‘T(t) = f(t"r(t)) for t € [thtO + T]7
x(to) =Xy,

where g € (0,1), zg € R, f: [to,to +T]| xR =R, x: [to,to +T] — R.

Any solution x = z(¢) of the IVP for FrDE (2.2) satisfies x € C([to,to + T], R).

If x(t) is a solution of the IVP for FrDE (2.2), then it satisfies the following Volterra integral
equation

(2.2)

t

/(t —8)17 f(s,2(s)) ds for t € [tg,to + T (2.3)

to

1
I'(q)
and, conversely, if © € CY([to,to + T],R) is a solution of (2.3), then it is a solution of the IVP for
FiDE (2.2).

Definition 2.2. We say that the function z € C([to, to +T],R) is a mild solution of the IVP for FrDE
(2.2) if it satisfies equation (2.3).
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Remark 2.1. The mild solution z(¢) of the IVP for FrDE (2.2) might not have a fractional derivative
Dz (t).
to/t

Let 19 € Ry, 79 # to be a different initial time. Consider the following IVP for FrDE similar to
(2.2) but with a different initial time (ITD):

¢, Dix(t) = f(t,z(t)) for t € [ro,70+T], x(r0)= 0. (2.4)

The change of the initial time reflects not only the initial condition but also the fractional derivative
on the solution.

Example 2.1. Let to =0, 1o = 1, ¢ € (0,1) and consider two initial value problems with initial time
difference for scalar Caputo fractional differential equations

c tl_q
and
{Diz(t) == o for t>1, z(l)==x (2.6)
P T(2 - ) ’ o '
Let f(t,z) =« F(%_qq) .

The solution of (2.5) with z¢p =0 is z(¢t) =t, t > 0. The solution of (2.6) with zy = 0 is given by

t
ok
—— [ (t—s)T sds #t=x(t), t>1.
F(q1 ),

Therefore, the shift of the fractional derivative changes the solution.

Note that for y(t) = t — 1 = (t — 1) we get §Dfy(t) = Sl " ie., §Dfy(t) = f(t - 1,y(t)). This

result is theoretically proved in the following Lemma.

Lemma 2.1 ([2, Lemma 3.1] (Shift solutions in FrDE)). Let the function x € C1(Ry,R™), a > 0, be
a solution of the initial value problem for FrDE

°Dix(t) = f(t,z(t)) for t >a, x(a)=xo. (2.7)
Then the function T(t) = x(t +n) satisfies the initial value problem for the FrDE
EDIE() = f(t+m,3(1) for t> b, F(b) = 0, (28)
where b >0, n =a —b.

Remark 2.2. Let y(¢t) be a solution of the IVP for FrDE (2.4) for ¢ > 79. Then according to
Lemma 2.1, § Dfy(t+n) = f(t+n,y(t +n)) with n =70 — to.

Let 6y € Ry, 6y # to, 6y # 7o, be a different initial time. Consider the following IVP for FrDE
o, Dix(t) = f(t,x(t)) for t € [0o,00 +T], x(6p) = wo. (2.9)

Note that the IVP for FrDE (2.9) is similar to (2.2) and (2.4) but with different initial times and,
proceeding from the above, they may have different solutions in spite of the same initial value.

3 Mild lower and mild upper solutions of FrDE

Following the ideas in [12], we present various types of lower/upper solutions of FrDEs.

Definition 3.1. We say that the function v € C([tg,to + T],R) is a minimal (maximal) solution of
the IVP for FrDE (2.2) if it is a solution of (2.2) and for any solution u € C([tg,to + T],R) of (2.2)
the inequality v(t) < u(t) (v(t) > u(t)) holds on [tg,to + T
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For any point ¢y > 0 and any function £ € C([tg, to + T]) we define the operator A by

t

Alto, §)(t) = &(to) + ﬁ /(t —5)17 1 f(s,&(s)) ds, t € [to,to + T]. (3.1)

to

Remark 3.1. According to Definition 2.2, any mild solution z(t) of the IVP for FrDE (2.2) is a fixed
point of the operator A. Any fixed point & € C([to,to + T]) of the operator A is a mild solution the
IVP for FrDE (2.2) if £(to) = =o.

Similar to Definition 2.7 [12], we present the following definition.
Definition 3.2. We say that the function v € C([to, to+ T, R) is a mild lower (a mild upper) solution
in [to,to + T of the IVP for FrDE (2.2) if
(3.2)
Remark 3.2. A mild lower/upper solution of the IVP for FrDE (2.4) and (2.9), respectively, are
defined by Definition 3.2 where the initial time point ¢¢ is replaced by 7y and 6y, respectively.

Lemma 3.1. Let the function f € C([to,to+T] x R,R) be nondecreasing in its second argument, x(t)

be a mild solution of the IVP for FrDE (2.2) and v(t) be a mild lower solution on [to,to + T] of (2.2)

such that v(tg) < xo. Then v(t) < z(t) on [tg,to + T.

Proof. Assume that the claim is not true. Therefore, there exists a point t* € (to,to + 1) such that
v(t) < z(t), tE€ [to,t™), v({t*)==z(t*) and v(t) > z(t), t € ("¢ +9),

where § is a small enough positive number. Using the monotonic property of the function f, we obtain

z(t*) = v(t*) < wv(to) + L/t—sq1f811(s))als

I'(q)
1 "
<zo+— [ (t—9)T"1f(s,z(s))ds = z(t"), 3.3
o+ p [T ) s =a), (3)
to
which is a contradiction. Therefore, v(t) < z(t) on [tg,to + T]. O

Similar to Lemma 3.1, we have the following result.

Lemma 3.2. Let the function f € C([to,to+7T] xR, R) be nondecreasing in its second argument, x(t)
be a mild solution of the IVP for FrDE (2.2) and w(t) be a mild upper solution on [to,to +T] of (2.2)
such that w(ty) > xg. Then w(t) > x(t) on [to,to + TJ.

Lemma 3.3. Let 0y < tg and the function f € C(([fo, 60 +T]U [to, to +T]) x R,R) be nondecreasing
in both its arguments, x(t) be a mild solution of the IVP for FrDE (2.2) and v(t) be a mild lower
solution on [0p,00 + T) of (2.9) such that v(0y) < xo. Then v(t —n) < z(t) on [to,to + T|, where
n=ty— 6y >0.

Proof. From Definition 3.2 and Remark 3.2, we have

t

/(t —8)17 f(s,v(s))ds, t € [0y,00+ T, (3.4)

0o

1

v(t) S U(eo) + @
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or
t—n

/ (t—mn-— s)qflf(s, v(s))ds, t € [to,to+ T). (3.5)

fo

ot — 1) < v(6) + ﬁ

Applying the substitution v = s + 1 to equation (3.5), we obtain

t

v(t —mn) <wv(to —n) + ﬁ /(t — ) (v —n,v(v —n))dv for t € [ty,to + T).

to
Define v(t) = v(t — n) € C([to, to + T],R). Therefore v(tg) = v(to — 1) = v(6y) < xo and

t t

3(t) < (to) + ﬁ / (t— )0 f (v — 0, 50)) dv < B(to) + ﬁ / (t— ) F (1, 3(w)) d,

t() t()

i.e., the function ¥(t) is a mild lower solution on [tg, ¢y + T of the IVP for FrDE (2.2).
According to Lemma 3.1, the inequality v(t) < z(t) holds on [tg,tg + T1. O

The proof of the following result is similar to that in Lemma 3.3 so we omit it.

Lemma 3.4. Let to < 6y and the function f € C(([0o, 00 +T)U [to,to + T]) x R,R) be nonincreasing
in its first argument and nondecreasing in its second argument, x(t) be a mild solution of the IVP
for FrDE (2.2) and v(t) be a mild lower solution on [0y, 00 + T] of (2.4) such that v(8y) > xo. Then
v(t —n) > x(t) on [to,to + T|, where n =ty — 0y < 0.

Similar to Lemma 3.3, using Lemma 3.2 instead of Lemma 3.1, we have the following results.

Lemma 3.5. Let tg < 19 and the function f € C(([0, 70 + T] U [to,to + T]) x R,R) be nondecreasing
in both its arguments, x(t) be a mild solution of the IVP for FrDE (2.2) and w(t) be a mild upper
solution on 19,70 + T of (2.4) such that w(rg) > xo. Then w(t + &) > x(t) on [to,to + T|, where
E=1—1t1>0.

Lemma 3.6. Let tg > 19 and the function f € C(([70,70 +T] U [to, to + T]) x R,R) be nonincreasing
in its first argument and nondecreasing in its second argument, x(t) be a mild solution of the IVP for
FrDE (2.2) and w(t) be a mild upper solution on [r9, 70 + T] of (2.4) such that w(rp) > xo. Then
w(t+ &) > x(t) on [to, tg + T, where & = 19 — tg < 0.

4 Main results

We study the case when the IVP for FrDE (2.2), defined on [tg, to + T, has a mild lower and a mild
upper solutions defined on different intervals. We will call this case the initial time difference (ITD).
In the case when the right-hand side of the FrDE is a monotonic function we present two algorithms
for constructing successive approximations to the solution of the IVP for FrDE (2.2).

Case 1. The initial time of the mild lower solution is less than the initial time of the mild upper
solution.

Theorem 4.1. Let the following conditions be fulfilled:

(1) Let the points Oy, to, 70 : 0 < by < tg < 79 be given and the function v € C([0p, 00+ T)) be a mild
lower solution of the IVP for FrDE (2.9) on the interval [0y, 00+ T such that v(6y) < x¢ and the
function w € C([ry, 70 + T]) be a mild upper solution of the IVP for FrDE (2.4) on the interval
[10, 70 + T such that w(rg) > xg. Let, additionally, v(t —n) < w(t+E&) fort € [to,to+ T, where
n:to—HOZO, E=19—11>0.

(2) The function f € C(([0o,00 + T) U [to,to + T U [70,70 + T]) x R,R) and it is nondecreasing in
both its arguments.
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Then there exist two sequences of functions {v(™ (t)}° and {w™ (t)}§°, t € [to,to + T, such that:
(a) The sequences are defined by v (t) = v(t —n), wO(t) = w(t + &) and forn > 1

o™ (1) = At, v Y) + 20 — vV (1)

t

and

w™(t) = A(te, w™ V) + 20 — w™V(tg)

t
To %/t—sq Li(s,w™ YV (s))ds for t € [to,to+T). (4.2)

(b) The functions v (t), n =0,1,2..., are mild lower solutions of the IVP for FrDE (2.2).
(c) The functions w™ (t), n =0,1,2..., are mild upper solutions of the IVP for FrDE (2.2).

(d) The sequence {v(™ (1)} is increasing on [to,to + T), i.e., vE=D(t) < vF)(t) for t € [to,to + T,
k=1,2,....

(e) The sequence {w™(t)} is decreasing on [to,to + T), i.e., w*=V(t) > wF)(t) for t € [to, to + T],
k=1,2,....

(f) The inequality
v () <w®(t) for t € [to,to+T], k=1,2,..., (4.3)
holds.
(g) Both sequences converge on [to,to + T| and

V(t) = lim o™ (), W)= lim w™(t), t € [to,to + T).

k—oc0 k—o0

(h) The limit functions V(t) and W (t) are mild solutions of the IVP for FrDE (2.2) on [to, to + T.

(i) For any mild solution x(t) of IVP for FrDE (2.2) the inequalities V() < z(t) < W(t) for
t € [to,to + T hold, i.e., the functions V (t), W(t) are mild minimal and mazimal solutions.

Proof. According to Lemma 3.3 and Lemma 3.5, if there exists a solution z(t) in [to,to + 1] of the
IVP for FrDE (2.2), then v(t —n) < x(t) < w(t — &) for t € [to,to + T]. We now prove the existence
of the solution and will give an algorithm for obtaining it.

Define v(0)(t) = v(t —n) and w(O (t) = w(t +£) for t € [tg,to + T]. Then v (ty) = v(6y) < ¢ and
’w(o)(to) = U.)(To) > Zy.

Then applying the substitution v = s + 1, we get

O (8) = o(t — ) < v(6o) + ﬁ / (t— 15— 8)7 f(s,0(s)) ds

0o
L L
= ulto=1)+ {1 /(t—u) =, 0(=0)) dv =000+ /(t—u) L (=, 0© (1)) do
0O (o) + ﬁ/t—uq L, 0O (W) dv, t e [to, to + T, (4.4)
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Therefore, the function v(®)(¢) is a mild lower solution on [tg,to 4+ T of the IVP for FrDE (2.2).
Similarly, we prove that the function w(® () is a mild upper solution on [to,to 4+ T] of the IVP for
FiDE (2.2).

We use induction to prove the properties of sequences of successive approximations.

Let n = 1. From equation (4.1) we get v(!)(ty) = xo and applying the monotonic properties of the
function f, we obtain

V() = ﬁ/t—sq (5,0 (5)) ds
< v (6o) + ﬁ /(t — )17 f(5,01 (s)) ds, t € [to, to + T, (4.5)

i.e., the function vV (¢) is a mild lower solution of the IVP for FrDE (2.9). Also,

O (1) = ot ) = 1O (to) + ﬁ [E=0 0 - noO ) av
1 / qg—1 1
< 20+ F((])/(t )T O () dy = oD (1), t € [to,to + T. (4.6)

Assume v*=D(¢) < v®)(t), k > 1 and v (t) is a mild lower solution of the IVP for FrDE (2.9).
Then

t

o (1) Wﬁ / (£ — )7 £ (5,05 (s)) ds
R / q—1 (k) — kD)
Sxo—l—r(q) /(t—s) f(s,0%)(s))ds = vFTV(1), t € [to, o + T, (4.7)

and

¢
/(t )1 f(s, 0D (8)) s, t € [to, to + T, (4.8)
to
i.e., the claims (b)—(e) are true.

By induction we prove the claim (f).

The sequences {v(™ ()}5° and {w(™ (t)}5° being monotonic and bounded are uniformly convergent
on the interval [tg,to + T]. Let for ¢ € [to,to + T] we denote

V(t) = lim v™(t) and W(t) = lim w™(t).

n—oo n—oo

According to (b), (c¢) and (d), the inequalities

o™ () S V(t), tElto,to+T), W(t) <w™(t), t€lto,to+T], n=0,1,2,...,

(4.9)
V() <W(t), te [t to+T),
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hold.
Taking the limit in (4.1) and (4.2) we obtain the Volterra fractional integral equations

t

V) :xo—l—ﬁ/(t—s)q_lf(s,\/(s))ds, € [to,to + T,

W(t) =z + ﬁ /(t —8)T (s, W(s))ds, tE€ [to,to+T).

to

(4.10)

Therefore, the limit functions V' (¢) and W (¢) are mild solutions of the IVP for FrDE (2.2).

Let x(t) be an arbitrary mild solution of the IVP for FrDE (2.2). According to Lemma 3.3 and
Lemma 3.5, it follows that v(®) = v(t —n) < 2(t) < w(t + &) = w©(t) on [to, o + T]. Therefore, there
exists a number N € NU {0} such that ™) (t) < z(t) < w(©(t) for t € [to,to+ T]. Then applying the
monotonicity property of the function f and the choice of N, we obtain

t

U(N+1)(t) =z0 + ﬁ /(t — s)q—lf(s,v(N)(S)) ds
oot (=0T el ds =20, teloto+TL (411

to

O

Therefore, V(t) < z(t), t € [to,to + T]. The rest of the proof is similar and we omit it.

In the special case when the right side part of the FrDE (2.2) does not depend on z, i.e., f(t,z) =
f(t), we have the following result.

Corollary 4.1. Let condition (1) of Theorem 4.1 be satisfied and the function f be nondecreasing.
Then for all m > 1 the equalities v (t) = w™(t) = x(t), t € [to, to + T], hold, where the successive
approzimations v (t) and w™ (t) are defined by (4.1) and (4.2).

Example 4.1. Let g =0,tg = 0,79 = 2, T = 0.9 and consider the IVP for the scalar Caputo FrDE
sDYPx(t)y=x+1 for t€[0,0.9], z(to) = zo. (4.12)

Its solution is given by

¢
o(t) = 20 Ens(t%) + [ (69 Eospa((t - 9°%) ds for ¢ [0,09) (4.13)
0
o0 k o) k
where Eg(z) = ) e and Eap (z) = > Tarsp are the Mittag-Leffler functions with one and
k=0 k=0

two parameters, respectively. Note that the integral in (4.13) cannot be solved in closed form and the
solution cannot be obtained as an expression of classical functions.

Now we apply the above technique to find approximately the solution as a limit of a sequence of
explicit functions.

Let Tog = 0.

The function v(t) = t” — 0.01 is a mild lower solution on [0,0.9] of the IVP for FrDE (4.12), since
the inequality

1
(0.5)

t
t"—0.01 < /(t —8)79%(1 45" —0.01)ds for t€0,0.9] (4.14)
0

is satisfied (see Figure 1).
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T — V() — w(b)

of === Integral === Integral

Figure 1. Example 2. Graph of the mild Figure 2. Example 2. Graph of the mild
lower solution ¢7 — 0.01 on [0, 0.9]. upper solution #2 on [2,2.9].

o === w(t) === V()

o8f /// — Integal 4 — w()
Figure 3. Example 2. Graph of the function Figure 4. Exampe 2. Graph of the mild
2 on [0,0.9]. lower and mild upper solutions on [0,0.9].

Consider equation (4.12) with replaced tq = 0 by 79 = 2. The function w(t) = ¢? is a mild upper
solution on [2,2.9] of the IVP for FrDE (4.12) with to = 2, since the inequality

/(t —5)705(1 + s%)ds for t € [2,2.9] (4.15)

9 1

()

is satisfied (see Figure 2). Note that the function w(t) = t? is not a mild upper solution on [0,0.9]
of the IVP for FrDE (4.12) (see Figure 3). At the same time, the inequalities v(t) = t7 — 0.01 <
w(t+2) = (t+2)? for t € [0,0.9] hold (see Figure 4).

Define the zero lower and upper approximations by v(®(t) = v(t) = 7 — 0.01 and w®(¢) =
w(t+2) = (t+2)? for t € [0,0.9].

From equation (4.1) we get

¢
. 1 P 4096
) _ L )05 T - - 4,15 8.5
oW () =0+ T05) /(t s)77P(1+s"—0.01)ds T(0.5) <0.99 3t + 109395 3 ),

0
t
1 2 4096
@) (4) = +— )05 (1(0. 99 2 415 85) 4
v (t) (F(O.5))2/( s) <(05)—|—0993s + 100305 ° )5
0

1 2
= TP (r(0.5) S 117 4 0.120501¢ + 0.00109083t10), te0,0.9],

i.e., the successive approximations are polynomial functions and there is no problem in obtaining them
in a closed form with the corresponding integrals.
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aof o= — VO
e n 8t L WO — v
25k ol === v s - N )
’ ol T g — wihy — v
4 —_ -7
200 ,z” vem 61 e - WO =mm V()
g s
P — V) N — WO — v
15[ " - -
- V(D) ap” o - W) - VO
N — Ot /,—"' _ = — - wOM) — VO
_______ 2t e e _ W®
osp gl — Ve ~ e wOt)
zZ / . B —_— )
L t L . —r==" t

Figure 5. Example 2. Graph of the lower Figure 6. Example 2. Graph of the lower
approximations defined by (4.1). and upper approximations defined by (4.1)
and (4.2).

Similarly, we get

t

1
W) = — [ (t-s)%1 2)2)d
w'(¢) 0+F(0.5)/( s) 1+ (s+2)%)ds
0
_L Elﬁ £3.5 Ezﬁ
7F(0.5)(3t + e T ),te[0,0.Q].

Using the software Wolftam Mathematica 10.0 we obtain the successive approximations with the
graphs given in Figures 5 and 6.
Then the approximate solution of the IVP for FrDE (4.12) is defined as

0O (t) + w® (t)

5 = 1.12838t%° + ¢! + 0.752253t° + 0.5¢2

qr(t) =
+0.300901¢2° 4 0.499167t> + 0.0833333¢* + 0.00833333t> + 0.000694444¢0.

Case 2. The initial time of the mild lower solution is greater than the initial time of the mild upper
solution.

Theorem 4.2. Let the following conditions be fulfilled:

(1) Let the points 0y, to, T0: 0 < 79 < to < by be given and the functions v, w: v € C([0p, 00 + T),
w € C([1o, 70 + 1) be lower and upper solutions of the IVP for NIFrDE (2.2) on the intervals
(00,00 + T and [10,70 + T, respectively. Let, additionally, v(t +n) < w(t) for t € [ro, 70 + T,
where n =6y — 19 > 0.

(2) The function f € C(([0o,00 + T U [to,to + T] U [10,70 + T]) x R, R) is nonincreasing in its first
argument t and it is nondecreasing in its second argument x.

Then there exist two sequences of functions {v™ (£)}s° and {w™ (t)}$°, defined by recurrence
formulas (4.1) and (4.2), where vO(t) = v(t +n), wO(t) = w(t — &) and the claims (b)-(i) of
Theorem 4.1 are true.

Example 4.2. Consider the IVP for the scalar Caputo FrDE

t
¢DY3x(t) = 2% — 20 for t€[1,3], x(1)=0. (4.16)
Now we apply the above technique to find approximately the solution as a limit of two sequences

of explicit functions.
In this case we can find mild lower and mild upper solutions of the IVP for FrDE (4.16) on the

interval [1, 3].
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Figure 7. Example 3. Graph of the mild Figure 8. Example 3. Graph of the mild
lower solution v(¢) = —0.5 on [1, 3]. upper solution w(t) =1 — 0.1t on [1, 3].

The function v(t) = —0.5 is a mild lower solution on [1, 3] of the IVP for FrDE (4.16), since the

inequality
t

1 s
05 < o [ (E=9)70T((<05)° — o) ds for te 1 1.1
05*1“(0.3)/( s) (—0.5) 5g,) 45 for € (1,3 (4.17)
1
is satisfied (see Figure 7).
The function w(t) = 1 — 0.1¢ is a mild upper solution on [1, 3] of the IVP for FrDE (4.16), since
the inequality
. ¢
1-0.1t > t=8)07((1-01s)* = 2 ) ds for L€l 4.1
0 _F(O.S)/( s) (1-0.1s) 5g,) 45 for € [1,3] (4.18)

1

is satisfied (see Figure 8).
Therefore, g =tg =19=1, T=2and n=& =0.
Define the zero approximation by v(®) (t) = v(t) =
From equation (4.1) for ¢ € [1, 3] we get

—0.5, wO(t) = w(t) =1—0.1¢, t € [1,3].

V() =0+ r(% /(t - 3)70-7((—0.5)3 - i) ds

= 0.334273(—2. + 1)°3(— 0.998772 4 (0.703571 + ¢(—0.113519 + (0.00599603 — 0.000141416¢)t))),

i.e., the successive approximations are the polynomial functions and there is no problem solving in a
closed form with the corresponding integrals.
Similarly, we get

S

20) ds, te1,3].

wM(t) =0+ ﬁ /(t - s)—°-7((1 —0.15)% —
1

The graphs of the mild lower and upper solutions, obtained by Wolfram Mathematica, which are
successive approximations, are given in Figure 9.

Remark 4.1. Both algorithms given above in Theorems 4.1 and 4.2 and illustrated in Examples 4.1,
4.2 could be applied in the special case when both mild upper and mild lower solutions have one and
the same initial time, i.e., n =& = 0.

Remark 4.2. From the proof of Theorem 4.1 we see that we use the monotonic property of the
function f(t,x) only when € R : v(t) < z < w(t) for t € [tg,to + T|. Therefore, if a function
f satisfies the monotonic property in condition (2) of Theorem 4.1 and Theorem 4.2 when z € R :
v(t) <z < w(t) for t € [to,to + T, then we may be able to modify f so that Condition 2 is satisfied
for all x € R.
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Figure 9. Example 3. Graph of the lower Figure 10. Example 4. Graphs of the mild
and upper approximations. lower /upper solutions and the correspong in-
tegrals on [0, 0.6].
Example 4.3. Consider the IVP for the scalar Caputo FrDE
. t
cDY3x(t) = o) +t%7 for t €[0,0.6], z(0)=1. (4.19)
x
The function f(t,z) = £ + %7 is not defined when = = 0.
Consider the functions v(t) =t + 1, w(t) = t%3 + 1, t € [0,0.6] and note that
t
1
D=t+1<1+ oo [(E-9)" 7 (= +507) ds, t€[0,06
) =tt+ls +F[0.3]/( *) sy1 7o )ds tel0.06],
0
1 t s (4.20)
=104 1< 14+ o (0= 9™ (o °7)ds, e [0,06
w(t) s +F[0.3}/< 2 gayg e )ds 1el0.06],
0

o(t) < w(t), teo,0.6],

hold (see Figure 10).
Therefore, the functions v(t), w(t) are mild lower and upper solutions of the FrDE (4.19) and
condition (1) of Theorem 4.2 is satisfied with tg = 79 = 6y = 1. We can define a function fi(t,z) €

C([0,0.6] x R,R) by
t
fl(t :,C) _ f(t,:c) = . +t0‘7, te [0.0.6], x>1,
f(t,1) =t+t%7,  te[0,0.6], =<1,

The function f; (¢, ) is nondecreasing in ¢ and nonincreasing in z, i.e., condition (2) of Theorem 4.2
is satisfied and we can construct two sequences of successive approximations to the solution z(¢) of the
IVP for FrDE (4.19) with v(t) < x(t) < w(t). We apply formulas (4.1) and (4.2) with tg =79 =6y = 1
and replace f(t,x) by fi(t,x).

Remark 4.3. An appropriate iterative scheme for monotonic right side parts for the periodic bound-
ary value problem for the Caputo fractional differential equation is given in [14].
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